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The Newport Beach Independent is the only local 
newspaper exclusively focused on Newport Beach. 
No other paper offers more in-depth coverage on the 
people, issues and events in Orange County’s most 

affluent and dynamic community. Every Friday, 
more than 21,000 copies are delivered to homes 
and businesses in Newport, offering advertisers an 
outstanding opportunity to reach this market.
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UNSURPASSED COVERAGE OF NEWPORT BEACH

• 21,000 COPIES PER WEEK

• 52,000+ READERS 

•  DELIVERED TO 15,000 RESIDENCES EVERY FRIDAY,  
INCLUDING:

• Corona del Mar  • Irvine Terrace

• Lido Isle  • Balboa Island

• Castaways  • Harbor View Hills

• Cameo Shores  • Dover Shores

• East Bluff

•  BULK DISTRIBUTION TO MORE THAN 200  
BUSINESSES AND HIGH-VISIBILITY LOCATIONS IN 
NEWPORT AND COSTA MESA, INCLUDING:

• Restaurants

• Real estate offices

• Doctor’s offices

• Retail centers

CIRCULATION AND DISTRIBUTION

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES & BENEFITS
• 21,000 copies—more than 50,000 readers/per issue

•  Reaches more residents and business owners than any other paper

•  All display ads are in FULL COLOR—no other paper can offer this benefit!

•  Tabloid format maximizes readership and advertiser visibility.

•  Advertisers are included in our digital edition, with links directly to your website. 

By Sara Hall | NB Indy 
City Council candidates have been busy 

the past week, attending three public forums 
and discussing a variety of topics.

Friends of OASIS held a discussion 
on Sept. 5 at the senior center. Speak Up 
Newport quizzed the candidates during 
their meeting on Wednesday. And Corona 
del Mar Chamber of Commerce hosted a 
panel with the council hopefuls on Thursday 
morning. 

Marshall “Duffy” Duffi eld, District 3 can-
didate, was absent from the CdM forum. 

Moderators for the events were former 
mayor and city activist Evelyn Hart, premier 

entertainer and showbiz veteran Jim Roberts 
and CdM Business Improvement District 
advisory committee chairman and the CdM 
chamber’s Local Community and Govern-
mental Affairs organizer Bernie Svalstad.

The OASIS crowd was the largest with 
more than 120 attendees, while SUP asked 
the most questions. The CdM group focused 
many questions on their neighborhood. 

District 1 candidate Diane Dixon opted to 
only give opening statements at the last two 
and let the others answer questions since she 
is running unopposed. 

“I am running unopposed, but it’s impor-

By Sara Hall | NB Indy 
The old city hall site is one step closer 

to being turned into an upscale boutique 
hotel after City Council unanimously ap-
proved several related items this week.

After nearly an hour and a half of 
discussion, council voted 6-0 Tuesday in 
approval for the Lido House Hotel lease 
and several land use amendments. Coun-
cilman Mike Henn recused himself.

“This really is exciting,” said Mayor 
Rush Hill, calling the project “fi rst class.”

“I’m going to be real proud to sign that 
lease,” he said. 

Council approved amendments to 
the general plan, coastal land use plan 
and the zoning code. All three changed 
the site’s public facilities designation to 
mixed use. 
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City Council Approves
Lido House Hotel Lease

Balboa Marina
Drops Anchor 
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NEWPORT ACADEMY 
DAY SCHOOL 
Fully Accredited Curriculum 
College Prep  | AP Classes

www.newportacademydayschool.com 
877.628.3367

FREE PARENT SUPPORT GROUP 
• OPEN TO ANY PARENT OF A STRUGGLING TEEN 
• MONDAY NIGHTS 5:30-7:00PM
4-WEEK PARENT WORKSHOP
• IDENTIFY AND TREAT SYSTEMATIC ISSUES
• LEARN TO SET LIMITS AND BOUNDARIES

An artist’s rendering of the Lido House Hotel, planned for the old city hall site.

By Sara Hall | NB Indy 
A new public dock and an expanded 

Balboa Marina may be in the future for 
Newport Harbor.

The Planning Commission held a study 
session last week on the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the Balboa Marina West 
project, located at 151 and 201 E. Coast 
Highway.

The project would expand the Balboa 
Marina with 24 new private slips and relo-
cate four and build eight new public slips 
for a new public dock.

It would also include construction of 
a 19,400 square feet marine commercial 
building for a yacht brokerage offi ce, public 
restrooms and a possibly a restaurant.

They have not defi nitely determined what 
to do with the building yet, said Dan Miller, 
Senior Vice President of entitlement and 
public affairs for the Irvine Company.

“We’re working at a conceptual level at 
this point,” said Planning Program Manager 
Patrick Alford.

The process is also a bit different for this 
particular project, he said. 

Last week the commission discussed the 
MND for the project, not the actual project.

Normally, the commission would review 
an environmental document and the project 
at the same, Alford explained. In this case, 
the commission reviewed the MND before 
receiving the application for the actual 
project, he noted. 

“This is a little unusual,” Alford said.
The project also has two components: A 

waterside component, which is under the 
purview of the Harbor Resources Manager; 
and a landside that the Planning Commis-
sion will see at a later date.

Then the two components of the project 
will be combined into one application to 
the California Coastal Commission for a 
permit. 

Randy Nichols, senior project manager 
with the city’s environmental consultant, 
TNB Planning, prepared the initial study 
and the draft MND.

“The entire initial study is based on some 
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Chef Pascal sent us his menu for 
the evening, and it’s impressive: Hors 
d’oeuvres include venison pastrami on 
fresh baked biscuit and homemade mus-
tard, and curred wild sturgeon with pick-
led fennel on a brochette. Dinner features 
dungeness crab cake with prickly pear 
and cucumber salsa, mesquite air dried 
smoked trout with sage rub on watercress 
with lemon and sea salt, roasted wild boar 
chop with nettle and pine pesto, wild rice 
“chili,” and apple and date cobbler with 
wild berry coulis.

Guess where we’ll be dining on Oct. 30.
For tickets, call Café Jardin at (949) 

673-0033 or visit slgardens.org.

We recently attended the March of 
Dimes Celebrity Chefs Auction, which 
featured a number of local chefs offering 
samples of their signature menu items.
Among those was Chef Deborah Schnei-
der of SOL Cocina, who was serving 

Baja-inspired tacos. She told us she was 
working on a new fall menu, which of 
course peaked our interest.

Her menu is out, and it’s full of fun 
dishes such as Firing Squad Mezcal 
Shrimp (sautéed shrimp with mezcal, 
chipotle, pineapple, and fresh tomato 
fired up in an iron cazuela and served 
with butter lettuce leaf wraps) and Puerto 
Nuevo Lobster Tacos.

“Our new fall menu shifts towards 
Mexican comfort foods,” said Chef Deb. 
“The wine harvest is in, farms are over-
flowing with wonderful fall produce and 
fruits, and the Mexican shrimp season 
kicks off. It’s a great time to be in Baja!”

Additional new menu items include 
pomegranate guacamole “en nogada,” 
shrimp toritos, sweet corn and crab 
soup, duck tacos, grilled giant shrimp 
(butterflied, skewered and grilled), torta 
bufalada, and vanilla and chocolate flan.

Visit solcocina.com for details.   

after such a gruesome loss, he became an 
alcoholic and petty criminal, even spend-
ing time both homeless and behind bars.

Eventually, Ellroy got clean, and found 
work as a caddy on Los Angeles’ many 
golf courses. It was during these days, as 
he walked the courses, that he first began 
to harness his storytelling capabilities. 
Combining his narrative skill with his 
interest in crime, and fascination with the 
underbelly of L.A., the concept for a novel 
began to take shape.

That novel, “The Black Dahlia,” meshed 
the story of his own mother’s murder, 
with the details of the famous crime he 
had read about in his youth, giving birth 
to a series of books that would come to 
be known as the L.A. Quartet, and later, 
inspiring a movie by the same name.

Universally dark, Ellroy’s novels shine 
a light on the seedy side of the City of 
Angels, depicting a place where corrup-
tion is tightly woven into the fabric of law 
enforcement and politics, and everybody 
can be bought for a price.

Falling into both the crime noir and 
alt-history genres, The L.A. Quartet, 
comprised of  “The Black Dahlia,” “The 
Big Nowhere,” “L.A. Confidential,” and 
“White Jazz,” tells the tale of the shadow 
life in Ellroy’s hometown during the 

1950’s. This post-war 
era was a different time 
to be sure. “Politically 
correct” was a term that 
had not yet been coined, 
nor a notion that had 
been imagined. Racism 
was not only acceptable, 
but often the norm, and 
women were meant to 
be in the background, 
anticipating and filling 
the needs of the men.

Along with the L.A. 
Quartet, Ellroy is well 
known for his other 
series of books: “American Tabloid,” 
“The Cold Six Thousand,” and “Blood’s 
a Rover,” which collectively make up the 
USA Underworld Trilogy.

From the pages of these seven nov-
els, Ellroy has culled the characters that 
make up the backbone of his new book, 
“Perfidia.” In a unique meshing, he takes 
key figures from his past writing to launch 
The Second L.A. Quartet, a new series, of 
which “Perfidia” is the first. Rather than 
carrying their stories forward, he takes 
readers back in time, as he crafts a prequel. 

“Perfidia” finds us in the 1940s, on the 
cusp of war, as the Japanese bomb Pearl 

Harbor. Formerly a 
safe community for 
Japanese-Americans, 
Los Angeles finds itself 
embroiled in the same 
race hate as the rest 
of the nation, and a 
Japanese family of four 
is brutally murdered.  

As the novel endeav-
ors to solve this crime, 
it examines the larger 
crime of war itself.

In conjunction with 
the launch of this new 
flagship novel, Ellroy 

will be visiting the Newport Beach Public 
Library next week. As part of the “Library 
Live” series, he will discuss “Perfidia,” 
participate in a Q&A, and sign books.

The event will take place at the Central 
Library on Thursday, Oct. 30, with doors 
opening at 6:30 p.m.  The lecture will 
begin at 7, with a book signing and coffee 
reception immediately following. While it 
is free of charge, a ten-dollar donation is 
suggested at the door. Advance reserva-
tions are also strongly suggested.

For more information, or to make 
reservations, please visit nbplfoundation.
org, or call (949) 548-2411.
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Chef Pascal Olhats at Café Jardin

MENU, Page 13

Imagine being a ten-year-old boy 
growing up carefree in California in the 
post-war 1950s. Then, imagine how life 
would change on a dime when your 

mother’s body was 
found dumped by the 
side of the road in El 
Monte, her murder 
never to be solved. 

For me, the sce-
nario seems patently 
unimaginable, but it 
actually happened to 

acclaimed noir author, 
James Ellroy. 

As a boy, Ellroy 
devoured crime novels, and developed 
a particular fascination for the case of 
Elizabeth Short, known after her death as 
the famous victim the Black Dahlia. 

After his mother’s death, however, he 
became a young man haunted by his 
demons.  Unable to reconcile his emotions 

     Earlier this year, Sherman Library & 
Gardens launched a monthly Garden 
Fusions Ddinner series that has become 
extremely popular, and it’s easy to see why.

Each dinner has a horticultural theme 
that combines the expertise of a nursery 

expert with the culi-
nary prowess of Chef 
Pascal Olhats of Café 
Jardin.

The final Garden 
Fusions dinner of 
2014 is Thursday, 
Oct. 30. The theme 
is California Native 

Plants with guest 
horticulturist Antonio 
Sanchez, Nursery 
Manager for Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden.    

The evening starts with hors d’ oeuvres 
in the central garden among California 
native plant beds. Sanchez will talk about 
the best plants for your coastal garden, 
and offer tips on how to care for them. 

Chef Pascal will serve his California-
inspired dinner on the central patio, and 
he’ll do a special cooking demonstration. 

The evening concludes in the tea garden 
for dessert. 

A signature drink is included during 
the hors d’oeuvres hour. Beverages, tip 
and tax not included. Friends members 
of Sherman Library & Gardens tickets are 
$50 per person. Non-members are $60. 

     October is drawing to a close, but 
there’s still time to enjoy the Oktoberfest 
menu at Bayside Restaurant. 

Austrian native Paul Gstrein, Bayside’s 
executive chef, has created a number of 
traditional dishes with his contemporary 
spin.

Some of his items: Schweinerucken 
Cordon Bleu with breaded pork loin 
instead of chicken along with Black For-
est ham and cave-aged gruyere cheese 
served with wilted spinach and lemon 
sauce; Wiener Saftgulasch (Vienna-style 
braised beef short rib served with potato 
puree, charred mini-peppers and Brus-
sels sprouts); and Kasekrainer Bratwurst 
(smoked pork sausage stuffed with Em-
menthal cheese and served with sauer-
kraut, roasted potatoes and sweet and 
spicy mustard).

We’ve enjoyed Chef Paul’s Oktoberfest 
menus in the past and intend to sample 
this menu while we still have time

For more information visit baysideres-
taurant.com or call (949) 721-1222.

Bayside Oktoberfest sausage
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Telluride

Outta Here
NEWPORTERS TRAVELING THE WORLD

Telluride Colorado is best 
known as the premier ski resort in 
southern Colorado.  We however, 
found it to be one of the most 
beautiful summer destinations in 
the southwest.  At almost 9,000 
feet in elevation, the mountain 
vistas are spectacular. 

Wildflowers bloom here in sum-
mer.  Late melting winter snow, 
with sunlight filtered through ver-
dant forests, creates vast carpets of 
color.  Traveling through Arizona’s 
Navajo Nation to get there, pro-
vided a stark contrast of towering 
desert beauty.  

— Story and photos by Jim Roberts 
and Kathy Leek

NBindy_9-5-14_OuttaHere-t.indd   20 9/3/14   4:43 PM
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2016 Advertising Rates

Size  

 

Full Page $965   $815  $695  $590 

2/3-PAGE $770   $660  $550  $470 

1/2-PAGE $635   $535  $440  $380 

1/4-PAGE $330   $285  $240  $200 

1/8-PAGE $185   $150  $130  $110

FRONT PAGE STRIP $525  $500 $475 $450

Section STRIP  $250  $225 $200 $175

   

BUSINESS CARD $80  $70 $60 $50

Classified $40  $35 $30 $25

Shared frequency for advertising in the Laguna Beach Independent and the Newport Beach Independent. 
Prices for inserts, wraps or other provided upon request. 

COMBO
Advertise in both papers and receive an additional 5% discount off of earned frequencies.

OPEN 52x

Full Page  $561

2/3-Page  $447

1/2-Page  $361

1/4-Page $190

1/6-Page $105

NOTES
• All rates are net per insertion.
• Guaranteed placement add 10%
• Early pay discount of 2% if publisher is paid in advance of sale 
date.
• First-time advertisers must prepay for their first ad
• Basic typesetting and ad layout is included. Creative ad design 
will be billed $75 per hour. 

DEADLINES
• Space must be reserved by noon Tuesday
• Camera-ready materials due noon Wednesday

CONTRACT INFORMATION 
• A contract is required to secure frequency discounts.
• Cancellations must be received in writing one week prior to 
space reservation deadline. 
• If fewer insertions are run than contracted for, the advertiser 
agrees to pay the difference between rates paid and rates 
earned.
• Publisher shall not be liable for damages as a result of an 
advertisement failing to be published.
• Positioning of the ad is at the discretion of the publisher, 
except when advertisers pay for preferred position and/or are 
  promised a specific position in writing.

4-Color 4-Color 4-Color 4-Color

52X26X13XOPEN

26X13X1XOPEN
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PRE-PRESS GUIDELINES: Newport Beach Independent is a 
Macintosh-format Computer-to-Plate (CTP) environment, and 
Adobe InDesign are the primary page layout programs. Print ready 
PDF and InDesign documents are the preferred material formats. 
All files will pass through a preflight operation to confirm that all 
elements are present and correct. If there are problems, we will 
contact you and work to resolve them (with applicable charges). To 
minimize problems, please read and follow the guidelines below.

DIGITAL FILE REQUIREMENTS: We accept the following digital 
file formats: PDF, TIFF, or JPEG images. High-resolution files of at 
least 180 dpi are required. Please package or collect all support files 
including fonts. Convert all PMS spot colors used in any application 
to CMYK.

IMAGES: All images must be submitted (grayscale or CMYK) 
as native Photoshop psd, EPS, JPEG, or TIFF at 180 dpi. Images 
supplied at lower resolution will result in an inferior print quality 
that will not be the publisher’s responsibility. Any images supplied 
as RGB, index, lab or containing color profiles will be converted to 
CMYK, which may result in an undesirable color shift. We cannot 
be responsible for files supplied in formats other than CMYK. 
Scaling, rotating or other image manipulation must be done prior to 
placement in the page layout program.

PDF FILES: Print ready PDF files are acceptable only if they meet 
size, color and resolution requirements as detailed in the Image 
section above.

DELIVERY INFORMATION: Submitting Your Ad ads can be 
submitted in any one of three following ways:

1. Mail/Overnight Delivery 
2. Via Our FTP site 
3. Email (Not to exceed 5MB in size) 
** By mail or overnight delivery, please send your ad (please 
include a suitable content proof) to Ad Coordinator NBindy, 250 
Broadway St., Laguna Beach, CA 92651. Please check with your 

ad coordinator to receive prior approval before sending your ad 
via email. The ad coordinator will provide you the proper email 
address. Proofs are still required for electronically submitted ads 
(see Proof Policy above for requirements). A file (JPG) can also be 
supplied as a content proof, but must be clearly labeled as such. 
FTP (File Transfer Protocol)  Firebrand Media LLC maintains an 
FTP site to support advertisers in the quick and easy electronic 
delivery of digital ad files. FTP is a simple way to transmit large 
files over the internet. However, content proofs are still required for 
electronically submitted ads.

PROOF POLICY: Content Proofs—A content proof is required for 
all ads.  A content proof can be provided as either a hardcopy print 
or a low resolution JPEG file. A JPEG content proof file should be 
clearly labeled “Proof” to differentiate it from the high-resolution 
ad file. For instructions on creating a JPEG, click here. * All content 
proofs must be generated at 100% and include crop marks.

AD SUBMISSION: Please send or email materials and direct 
questions to the following:

Newport Beach Independent c/o Firebrand Media, LLC 
Attn: Tina Leydecker 
385 Second Street, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
Phone: 949-715-4100  Fax: 949-715-4106 
tina@firebrandmediainc.com

CONTACT INFORMATION:

ART QUESTIONS
Contact art dept. with any artwork questions:  
jessica@firebrandmediainc.com

LOG ON CREDENTIALS:
Please contact tina@firebrandmediainc.com  
for FTP upload info.



385 SECOND STREET,  LAGUNA BEACH, CA 92651   TEL 949.715.4100   FAX 949.715.4106

IN ADDITION TO NEWPORT BEACH INDEPENDENT, FIREBRAND MEDIA PUBLISHES  
A WIDE PORTFOLIO OF PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA, INCLUDING:

» Bespoke Concierge Magazine: A regional luxury travel publication distributed at the top hotel     
   concierge desks in major cities
» Sea Island Life Magazine: The official publication for Sea Island Resort and residences
» Montage Magazine: The in-room publication for Montage Hotels & Resorts
» Loews Magazine: The in-room publication  for Loews Hotels & Resorts
» Laguna Beach Magazine: An award-winning city publication for Laguna Beach, California
» Newport Beach Magazine: An award-winning city publication for Newport Beach, California
» OCinSite.com: A coastal Orange County lifestyle portal
» Laguna Beach Independent: The weekly newspaper of choice for Laguna Beach
» Newport Beach Independent: The weekly newspaper of choice for Newport Beach
» Coastal Real Estate Guide: Reaches more than 80,000 affluent readers in Laguna and Newport

LUXURY HOTEL PUBLICATIONS
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By Sara Hall | NB Indy
    More than 500 people learned vital 
information about what to do in case 
of an emergency at a city-wide event 
last weekend.

The Newport Beach Fire Depart-
ment hosted the Fifth Annual Disaster 
Preparedness Expo on Saturday at the 
Newport Beach Central Library.

Attendance was a little lower than 
usual, said NBFD life safety specialist 
Matt Brisbois, but he was still pleased 

with the turnout.
There were a lot of locals there with 

specifi c questions and concerns, he 
added. 

“It was nice to have all that informa-
tion right there, ready to be provided to 
them,” he said.

Booths included: City of Newport 
Beach, SoCal Edison, Orange County 
RACES (Radio Amateur Civil Emergen-
cy Service), Alert OC, Ready OC, NB 
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SEPTEMBER 21  
& SEPTEMBER 22

The Newport Beach Police Depart-
ment is nearing the conclusion of  
specialized Motorcycle Safety Enforce-
ment Operations in an effort to lower 
deaths and injuries. 

These operations began in August 
and continue through the end of 
September. Extra offi cers are on duty 
patrolling areas frequented by motor-
cyclists and where motorcycle crashes 
occur. Offi cers are looking for viola-
tions made by drivers and riders alike 
that can lead to motorcycle crashes, 
including being under the infl uence 
of drugs or alcohol, speeding, making 
illegal turns, or any other dangerous 
violation. 

Motorcycle fatalities saw a drop of 
37 percent from 2008 to 2010, but 
fatalities rose nearly 18 percent in 
2011. Operations like this are aimed at 
curbing rises in motorcycle deaths and 
sending the numbers back down. 

In 2012, Newport Beach saw 37 
motorcycle-involved collisions, which 
resulted in 39 injuries and no fatali-
ties. So far in 2013, Newport Beach has 
seen 31 such collisions, resulting in 30 
injuries and one fatality. 

California collision data reveals that 
primary causes of motorcycle-involved 
crashes include speeding, unsafe turn-
ing and impairment due to alcohol and 
other drugs. 

The NBPD is also reminding all 
motorists to always be alert and watch 
out for motorcycles, especially when 
turning and changing lanes. 

According to the NBPD, as the 
economy continues to improve, more 
drivers are on the road, including 
novice motorcycle riders who are 
untrained and unable to handle the 
power of today’s motorcycles. 

The NBPD message to all drivers 
and motorcyclists is to share the road. 
Riders can obtain training through 
the California Motorcyclist Safety 
Program. Information is available at 
CA-msp.org or (877) RIDE411. 

Race for the Cure 
Takes to the Streets of 
Newport this Sunday 

Thousands of runners will be taking 
to the streets of Newport Beach this 
Sunday, September 22, for the 22nd 
annual Susan G. Komen Orange County 
Race for the Cure.

The event connects breast cancer ad-
vocates, survivors, families and friends, 
in support of Komen’s mission to serve 
people and save lives. 

“Each year, the Race is the one inspi-

rational community event that honors 
those whose lives have been touched by 
breast cancer,” said Marie Cammack, 
2013 Race for the Cure chair. “Every 
$125 raised above the registration 
fee can pay for a mammogram for a 
woman in need.”

The Race is a family-friendly public 
event fi lled with poignant memories, 
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Southern California Edison’s 
“routine” replacement of two utility 
poles in Bluebird Canyon was 
anything but routine for the residents 
of 50 nearby homes. They received 
mandatory evacuation orders 
prior to Wednesday’s extraction by 
helicopter of two utility poles located 
behind properties on Wykoff Way.

Despite the mandatory evacuation 
notice, Bluebird Canyon Drive 
resident Lori Solomon said she 
was caught off guard because she 
assumed that Wednesday morning’s 
intermittently gusty winds might 
keep the copter grounded. So when a 

worker knocked on her door to give 
her a 15-minute warning at around 
10:30 a.m., she had to scramble to get 
out the door in time.

Solomon received written notice 
a couple of weeks before and SCE 
representatives went door to door 
last week to make sure residents 
understood they would need to 
temporarily evacuate their homes 
between 9 and 11 a.m.

Laguna Beach Public Works 
Director Steve May said the 
evacuation protocol stemmed from 
Federal Aviation Administration 
guidelines. FAA rules prohibit aircraft 
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Replacing utility poles required extraordinary efforts this week in a Bluebird Canyon neighborhood. 
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Flying Poles Force 
Brief Evacuation 
By Jennifer Erickson | LB Indy

’ 93 Arsonist 
Never Caught 
By Loreen Berlin, 
Special to the Independent

Twenty years ago this month, a 
savage fi re devoured 14,000 acres 
of Laguna Canyon wilderness and 

ravaged multiple 
neighborhoods.

The fi re that 
destroyed 391 homes 
and threatened 
more than 1,000 
others at the time 

was believed to be the work of an 
arsonist, but the perpetrator were never 
found. Investigators collected evidence 
statements, received 480 arson leads 
and ruled out non-human causes, 
but investigators were never able to 
determine who started the fi re.

“That’s the frustrating part of 
our business; often the fi re destroys 
evidence,” said Scott Brown, division 
chief of the Orange County Fire 
Authority, which investigated the 
blaze because it ignited fi rst in county 
territory.

On that fateful day, Brown was a fi re 
captain and one of the fi rst arriving 
engine companies, No. 222, on the 
scene in Laguna Canyon.

Investigative reports on the Laguna 
fi re of 20-years-ago were purged, 
according to Brown, as records are 
required to be kept for only seven years. 

While the “cold case” arson may 
never be solved, the impact on human 
lives that dark day in Laguna history 

Tennis Courts 
Set for Repairs
By Rita Robinson | LB Indy

Line-up Reshuffl ed 
on Two Stages

After years of tension between 
the school district and the city over 
responsibility for the deteriorating 
tennis courts at the high school, 
the courts are finally set to be 
competitive again.

With a joint-use agreement 
approved by the City Council last 
month, school board members 
voted this past Tuesday, Oct. 8, to 
spend $69,000 to hire Irvine’s LPA, 
Inc., architectural and engineering 
firm, to firm up a $620,000 repair 
plan expected to be completed by 
next August.

The cracked and weathered 
courts next to the swimming pool, 
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No Square Theater’s annual 
production of “Lagunatics” was 
offi cially postponed until 2014 
and Laguna Playhouse will make 
substitutions in their season line-up, 
the two theaters announced separately 
this week.
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FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF
“Our Town-Our Paper” 

featured PrOPertY: dana POint

Where Princes of Industry Reside
Consider this estate-sized home inside the private gates of Dana Point’s Ritz Cove, which overlooks one of the county’s most popular surf 

breaks at Salt Creek Beach. The home is fitted with a double-door entry, a sweeping staircase, hanging chandelier, high ceilings and blue 
water views of the ocean. Besides living and formal dining rooms, spaces include en-suite bedrooms and two master suites, all ringed with 
balconies capturing ocean views. The kitchen is finished with granite counter tops, a center island and breakfast nook that also enjoys white 
water views. Panoramic views fill the backyard, too, along with a fire pit, pool and spa. 

Offering price: $13,999,000 Address: 71 Ritz Cove, Dana Point
 Agent info: Lee Ann Canaday  The Canaday Group, RE/MAX Fine Homes 

949.249.2424  LeeAnn@CanadayGroup.com

By Gina Dostler
Real work takes place in the 

kitchen. Kitchen designer Debbie 
Nassetta taps advances in appliances 
to make these spaces more efficient, 
less tiring and enjoyable for her 
clients. She and her husband Nick 
combine their expertise as owner of 
Newport Beach’s RoomScapes.

Q:  What makes a successful 
kitchen?

A:  The design is very important 
and getting a seasoned pro really 
helps to put experience and 
understanding into making a useful, 
functional kitchen in your home. For 
instance many times the main focus 
is on cabinetry and countertops. 
But what about spacing? Keeping 
proper clearances is important, such 
as distance from island to counter 
for ease of cooking. Or island to wall 
where seating might inhibit people 
from walking behind. The basic 

kitchen triangle is always a good 
place to start.,

Q:  Explain the kitchen triangle.
A: It’s taking the kitchen workspace 

and its three most important points: 
storage, prepping/cleaning and 
cooking. From here you want to 
make the kitchen flow. One leg of the 
triangle shouldn’t be too long where 
it takes many steps to go to another 
point. Then again, you don’t want 
it too short where it becomes too 
cramped to move. Moving efficiently 
and comfortably is the goal.

 Q: Name a common challenge 
that comes up.

A:  Everybody wants an island 
in the kitchen. Many times these 
wonderful work spaces can interfere 
with one leg of that work triangle 
and pose spacing problems. Placing 
an island can cut the refrigerator off 
where you’d have to walk around. 
These days these challenges are met 

by the incredible appliances that 
are available. You can keep the big 
refrigerator on the other side, but 
have another smaller refrigerator 
below the island hidden behind a 
cabinet to keep the triangle in flow.

Q: How do appliances factor 
into a pretty design?

A:  I love to cook. And because 
of that I know what every kitchen 
gadget, accessory and appliance 
needs to keep it functioning. So 
when a customer wants to improve 
their kitchen or make a new one, I 
always start with a list of appliances. 
Because if you are a home pro cook 
or prefer takeout, this all factors into 
designing the perfect kitchen for 
you. For someone who loves to cook 
and doesn’t mind all the cleanup, 
we’ll look into big gourmet gas 
burners. But for the non-cooks a glass 
induction stove probably would work 
best. CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Debbie Nassetta

One On One With debbie nassetta
Specialized Appliances Season Kitchen Design

Q:  Glass induction?
A:  It used to be glass electric 

cooktops, the smooth stove without 
any burners that easily cleans up. The 
newest thing is induction. It’s been 
around for over 30 years but was 
too expensive for most consumers. 
It looks the same as the electric 
cooktops but it doesn’t heat the glass 
top. The heat transfers directly into 
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